
South Carolina Association of Early Care and Education 
31st Annual Conference 

Saturday, February 22, 2020 
 

The Medallion Conference Center 
7309 Garners Ferry Road 

Columbia, SC 29209 
 

 

Conference Schedule 
 8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Registration & Coffee   

Block I   8:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. Keynote  
Block II 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 5 Workshops offered 
Block III 11:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. Bloodborne Pathogens  

Group One Lunch  
Group Two 4 Workshops offered 

Block IV 12:45 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. Group Two Lunch  
Group One 4 Workshops offered  

Block V  2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 6 Workshops offered  
Block VI  3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Turn in conference attendance forms & door prizes  

 

DSS Training Hours 
The conference has been approved as a source of training by the South Carolina Center for Child Care Career Development. 

Participants will receive five hours of registered training with the option of one additional hour. 
We are delighted to announce that the ABC Quality Program, a part of the SC DSS Division of Early Care and Education, has generously made a limited number of 
scholarship grants available for Level A and B centers participating in the ABC Voucher Program! The scholarship grants will pay for a team of staff members from a 
qualified center to attend the SCAECE Annual Conference. Contact ABC Quality if you have not received a scholarship application 

 

Block I – Keynote 
8:30am – 9:45am 

1.25 Professional Development 
 

5 Things to Do Today to Lessen Challenging Behaviors Tomorrow 
 

Michelle Salcedo has been in the field of early childhood for over 30 years, starting as a “teacher’s helper” in her younger 
brother’s center. She has worked as a teacher, a director, a trainer, and a family educator in numerous child care settings 
across Michigan, South Carolina, and Spain. She has also worked in a leadership position in the Education Departments of 
two of the largest childcare corporations in the United States.  
  
Currently, Michelle is the Chief Academic Officer for the Sunshine House. In this role, she has the pleasure of working with 
hundreds of early childhood professionals to develop and deliver high-quality educational programs to thousands of children 
every day.  
  
Ms. Salcedo is the author of the book Uncover the Roots of Challenging Behavior: Create Responsive Environments Where 
Young Children Thrive. She has also authored various articles and training modules as well as travelled the country as a 
trainer and key note speaker at conferences and early childhood events. She has an undergraduate degree in Developmental 
Psychology with an emphasis in Family Life Education and a Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education. 
  
She is also the proud mother of two adult children and happily recently relocated to South Carolina to enjoy her empty nest 
with her husband of 30 + years, José Ignacio. She is studying for her Sommelier exam which she hopes will serve her well 
during her eventual retirement; where she will split her time as an infant teacher and somewhere serving wine to people.  



 
 
 

Block II – Breakout Sessions 
10:00am – 11:30am 

 
Resilience:  The Biology of Stress and the Science of Hope 1.5 Professional Development 
Michael Shirley Salon A 
This session will facilitate a showing of the 60-minute Resilience Film with time to answer questions and lead a 
discussion post video.   

 
Using Sign Language to Facilitate Language in Toddlers, Late 
Talkers and Children with Special Needs 

1.5 Curriculum 

Tonya Hayes Salon B 
This session will be interactive as participants hear the theory behind using sign language as well as learning and 
using the signs to introduce themselves, know colors, functional words and a variety of ways to integrate signs 
into songs, routines and read alouds.  Course participants will learn 50+ functional signs and understand how it 
encourages expressive language. 

 
Want to Teach More Effectively? Five Simple Tips for 
Teachers 

1.5 Professional Development 

Beatrice Brown       Salon C 
The participants will identify personal areas of concern and complete an action plan to address the identified 
areas.  Each of the five tips will open with a "hook" to help participants connect with the information.  
Participants will actively engage in five to six tasks scattered throughout the presentation.  They will leave with a 
personal plan of action to address their areas of concerns. 

 
Be a Boss – Bring Your ‘A’ Game! 1.5 Program Administration 
Ella M. Sumter  Broad 
This session will enlighten and expand the knowledge of participants on running a successful educational setting 
as a Grade ‘A’ Boss.  They will be able to identify the different types of leadership and their roles in the early 
childhood setting. 

 
Winning the Cooperation of Young Children 1.5 Child Guidance 
Cindy Walton-McCawley, M.Ed. Congaree 
This workshop describes basic developmental changes in young children’s humor from infancy until about age 
seven, along with the social, emotional, and cognitive developmental benefits resulting from young children’s 
humor. The use of humor to support “pre-reading” skills – and learning in general – is also discussed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Block III – Breakout Sessions 
11:45am – 12:45pm 

 
Group One Breaks for Lunch 
Group Two Attends Choice of 4 Breakout Sessions (The only time 
Bloodborne Pathogens is offered) 

Capital City 

 

Bloodborne Pathogens 1.0 Health & Safety 
James Cooper, Training Coordinator, OSHA Volunteer Training Program Salon A 
This program covers the OSHA bloodborne pathogens standard and highlights the elements required in an 
exposure control plan. 

 

What’s New at CCCCD? 1.0 Professional Development 
Melissa Starker Salon B 
Participants will be able to identify the new features and functionality related to SCEndeavors’ updated system. 

 

Get Moving! Why Exercise is So Important! 1.0 Curriculum 
Rebecca Bott, B.S., Owner, Stretch-n-Grow  
Dr. Tim Bott, PhD, Professor, The Citadel Dept. of Health, Exercise, and Sport 
Science 

Salon C 

This class will show the importance of physical activity in the classroom and discuss why it’s so important to 
MOVE while getting some new fun ideas to get students moving. 

 

Creating Healthy Kids Through Healthy Foods 1.5 Nutrition 
Lisa Salas Broad 
This session focuses on education of healthier food options in the school system and leading by example when 
teaching about nutritional education. 

 
Block IV – Breakout Sessions 

12:45pm – 1:45pm 
 

Group Two Lunch Capital City 
 

Understanding Adverse Childhood Experiences for Children with Special 
Needs 

1.0 Special Needs 

Amy Moseley Salon A 
This presentation will highlight the impact adverse childhood experiences have on children with special 
needs as well as strategies to empower communities to prevent ACEs. 

 

T.E.A.C.H. Scholarship 1.0 Professional Development 
Connie Spink Salon B 
This course will identify the 4 components and key aspects of the T.E.A.C.H. Scholarship. 

 

Get Moving! Why Exercise is So Important! 1.0 Curriculum 
Rebecca Bott, B.S., Owner, Stretch-n-Grow  
Dr. Tim Bott, PhD, Professor, The Citadel Dept. of Health, Exercise, and Sport 
Science 

Salon C 

This class will show the importance of physical activity in the classroom and discuss why it’s so important to 
MOVE while getting some new fun ideas to get students moving. 

 

Creating Healthy Kids Through Healthy Foods 1.0 Nutrition 
Lisa Salas Broad 
This session focuses on education of healthier food options in the school system and leading by example when 
teaching about nutritional education. 



 
Block V – Breakout Sessions 

2:00pm – 3:30pm 
 

20 Minutes of Impact 1.5 Curriculum 
Demmentrice Jefferson Salon A 
This training is designed to impact any interest area and introduce different activities using books with the child’s 
learning environment that last for 20 impactful minutes. 

 
A Walk Through the Milestones 1.5 Growth & Development 
Lorraine Cragan-Sullivan Salon B 
Challenging behaviors can throw a classroom, and even a center, into chaos. Teachers often feel powerless in 
how to respond to these behaviors so that they go away. This session will present 5 concrete steps teachers can 
take to prevent challenging behaviors. When classrooms are designed around children’s needs, all can get back 
to the business of learning and playing. 

 
Classroom Design – Focus on Centers, Art Display, Room 
Decoration & Arrangement 

1.5 Curriculum 

Vivian Agurs Salon C 
This session will challenge teachers to think about first impressions of visitors to their classroom in depth, 
considering the environmental setting (warm and inviting), décor (student art), age appropriateness, and overall 
classroom design (display of character as a professional early care educator). 

 
Raising Your Voice for Children, Families, and Early Childhood 
Professionals 

1.5 Professional Development 

Cindy Lehnhoff Capital City 
In this course participants will gain the knowledge of why, when, and how to use their voices as advocates for 
children, families, and themselves.  This includes learning how important it is for more voices of those working in 
the ECE profession to be heard by both State and US legislators. 

 
Putting Together My ABC Quality Portfolio 1.5 Program Administration 
Cathy A. Kovacs Broad 
ABC Quality has revised their system to on tool for all levels.  This new strength-based system includes the 
submission of documents in a form of a portfolio to earn points for structural quality indicators.  This interactive 
session will teach participants what they need to know to be able to submit a portfolio to ABC Quality that is 
meaningful and relevant to their program strengths. 

 
Recognizing and Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect 1.5 Professional Development 
Brenda Myers Congaree 
The purpose of Recognizing Child Abuse and Neglect Training is to equip mandated reporters with relevant laws 
regarding their roles and responsibilities as mandated reporters, and to increase mandated reporters’ 
awareness, knowledge and skills in reporting child abuse and neglect. 

 
Block VI – Closing & Door Prizes 

3:45pm – 4:00pm 
 

Closing Session Salon A 
All Participants must turn in their completed conference attendance forms at the closing session. 
Door prize and raffle winners will be announced! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Please Note: The sessions offered are subject to change. We will attempt to notify attendees prior to the conference date if changes occur. 


